
Bridge of Health Alliance Annual Chain Bridge Walk  
 
On October 8, U.S. Ambassador April Foley joined Dr. Klára Dobrev and 
members of the Bridge of Health Alliance in an all-day event at Roose-
velt tér to create awareness about breast cancer and the importance of 
early screening. The event culminated with a walk across Budapest's 
breathtaking Chain Bridge illuminated in pink by event sponsor General 
Electric of Hungary. Alliance►  

Embassy to Require Electronic Visa Application Form  
 
Beginning on November 1, the U.S. Embassy will only accept applications for visas that 
have been completed using the electronic visa application form (EVAF) available through 
the U.S. Embassy web site. No handwritten applications will be accepted after October 
31. The decision to require the electronic visa application will result in more accurate and 
faster processing of visas. More►  

American Chamber of Commerce Elects New President  
 
Ambassador Foley congratulated Gusztáv Biernerth, newly elected 
president of the American Chamber of Commerce (AmCham) in Hun-
gary. Elections were held at the Annual General Assembly meeting on 
October 5. In addition, AmCham elected three new Members at Large to 
the Board of Directors: Béla Forgó, Alcoa-Kofem Kft; László Papp, Cisco 
Systems Hungary, and László Balassy, Citibank Zft. AmCham►  

October 12, 2006 
Recently at the Embassy 
50th Anniversary of the 1956 Hungarian Revolution 

 
László Sólyom, President of the Republic of Hungary, opened 
the conference 1956 and Hungary: The Memory of Eyewit-
nesses held on September 28-29 in Budapest. The event, spon-
sored by the U.S. Embassy in cooperation with 7 other embas-
sies and 3 international humanitarian organizations, offered 
eyewitness accounts and expert discussions on the 1956 Revo-
lution. Ambassador Foley, who attended several sessions of the 
conference, recounted how the world was “mesmerized by the 
brave Hungarians of 1956” and added, “we were enthralled, 
frightened, and saddened, and, ultimately … inspired.” Open to 
the public, the conference attracted a large audience both from 
among the older and younger generations. More►  

U.S. Delegation to Attend Anniversary of 1956 Revolution  
 
The U.S. delegation to the October 23 ceremony, headed by New York 
Governor George Pataki, will include U.S. Ambassador to Hungary April 
Foley; Peter Gogolak, former professional player of the New York Gi-
ants; and Steven Udvar-Hazy, chairman of world leader aircraft leasing 
firm International Lease Finance Corporation. The delegation was se-
lected to honor the contributions of talented Hungarians to the democ-
ratic values, personal liberties, social achievements and economic de-
velopment of the United States. More►  
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Hungarian Public Radio to Air Cleveland 1956 Concert  
 
On November 4, at the "Concert at Noontime" at 12.06 p.m., Bartók Radio will retransmit 
a concert of Hungarian music performed by the Cleveland Chamber Orchestra. The concert 
is part of commemorations of the 50th anniversary of the 1956 Revolution organized by 
the Hungarian community in Cleveland.  Bartók Radio►   Cleveland Orchestra► 

Looking Ahead 

Embassy Participates in IATEFL-Hungary Conference  
 
On October 6, Michael J. Hurley, Counselor for Public Affairs, participated in the opening of 
the 16th Conference of the Hungarian Association of Teachers of English as a Foreign Lan-
guage (IATEFL-Hungary). The event included 300 local and international participants from 
public and private educational institutions. Regional English Language Office►  
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Assistant Secretary Fried Discusses NATO/Riga Summit Issues  
 
"In short, what NATO is becoming in practice -- although not yet in theory -- is an organi-
zation, an alliance which does not have geographic limits on its operations. It is potentially 
worldwide in its missions.  

Now, it is also in the process of beginning to develop the expeditionary capabilities to 
carry out these new missions. The Riga Summit is part of a process of NATO intellectually 
and organizationally and militarily finding its place in a 21st Century world." More►  
 
U.S. Department of State Launches Global Cultural Initiative 
 
The U.S. Department of State, in partnership with public and private cultural entities, is 
launching the “Global Cultural Initiative” – a major new initiative to coordinate, enhance 
and expand America’s cultural diplomacy efforts worldwide. More►  

In the News… from Washington 

E-Journal: Sharing Science: Global Partnerships  E-Journal► 
 
Science is an inherently international undertaking in which researchers share 
the results of their work with a scientific community that spans the planet.  
 
IRC Newsletters: Economic Issues  Newsletter► 
Defense Issues/NATO, Response to Terrorism  Newsletter► 

New Publications 

Polish-American Jazz Quartet to Perform in Budapest 
 
The famous Polish-American jazz quartet "The Colors" will play at the House of Future 
(Jövő Háza, Budapest II. Millenáris Park) on October 31 at 7:00 p.m. Paul Wertico, who 
played with Pat Metheny for 20 years, will be on drums. U.S. Ambassador April Foley and 
Polish Ambassador Joanna Stempinska will jointly open the concert. More►  

Hungarian Educators Start a 2-Week Tour in the U.S.  
 
Nine Hungarian secondary school principals traveled to the U.S. on Oc-
tober 8 to study the U.S. secondary education. The tour is organized 
under the auspices of the International Visitor (IV) Program of the U.S. 
Government, and is arranged in cooperation with the Hungarian-
American Coalition, a Washington-based civil organization. Embassy 

Deputy Chief of Mission Philip Reeker (second from right in photo) attended the pre-trip briefing. 


